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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Applicant requests that the Examiner consider references which have come to 
Applicant's attention based on a European Search Report dated March 5, 2004. 

FR 1 286 787 has been cited under Category X with the entire document indicated to 
be relevant to European Claims 1, 3, 4 and 16. There is no known English equivalent 
document. The reference discloses a connection arrangement with a body (1) and retaining 
piece (2) connected to a flexible tube (11) via a jacket structure thereby retaining the flexible 
tube (11) in connection with the tubular body (1). 

EP 0 545 410 A has been cited under Category X with column 3 line 14 through 
column 4 line 27 and column 5 lines 25-37 and Figures 1, 2 and 10 indicated to be relevant to 
European claims 1-4, 7, 9-1 1 and 15. The reference discloses a sealing quick-coupling device 
for an unbraided flexible metal tube. 
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DE 298 14 416 Ul has been cited under Category X with page 5 line 17 through page 
6 line 12 as well as Figures 5-8 indicated to be relevant to European Claims 1-7, 10, 1 1 and 15. 
The reference discloses an end piece 14 used at either end of a cable protection sleeve (12) 
which encloses protection cables. 

U.S. 5,015,013 has been cited under Category X with column 3 line 8 through column 
4 line 51 and Figures indicated to be relevant to European Claims 1, 2, 7 and 9. The reference 
discloses a connector fitting for connecting corrugated conduit sections. 

U.S. 5,984,375 has been cited under Category A with Figures 1 and 2 indicated to be 
relevant to European Claim 8. 

Consideration of the references is requested. 
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HOULD ANY OTHER FEE BE REQUIRED, THE PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
IS HEREBY REQUESTED TO CHARGE SUCH FEE TO OUR DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 13- 
0410. 



I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING DEPOSITED WITH 
THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE AS EXPRESS MAIL IN AN ENVELOPE 
ADDRESSED TO: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, P.O. BOX 1450, ALEXANDRIA, 
VA 22313-1450, NO.: EV436440107US. 



McGLEW AND TUTTLE, P.C. 

SCARBOROUGH STATION, SCARBOROUGH, NY 10510-0827 



BY: 



DATE: June 29. 2004 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 If possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here If English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



